
Message from Vicar Jeff:


Grace and peace to you, dearly beloved, from the Source of peace.


I just finished a conference meeting with the bishop and all of the clergy in SE MI synod. It was 
very informative and filled me with great joy for the work this church does within our 
communities.


We are strongly encouraged to not gather in groups greater than 10 as much as possible. 
Some clergy have noticed that we, as church, tend to draw near each other subconsciously 
when we gather. So it is important to keep some intentional distancing during these gatherings.


It may be helpful to some of you who have grown accustomed to regular Eucharist celebrations 
to consider this period a Lenten fast. Take some time to consider what communion means to 
you. Spend some time in self-examination and prayer time with God. Ask yourself, what do I 
lack when I do not receive communion? I look forward to hearing your thoughts on this.


It is possible that we will need some alternative ways of celebrating Holy Week and Easter. The 
synod is planning some digital opportunities for the whole synod to gather digitally during 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Vigil. We were reminded that Easter is a moveable 
celebration and is only traditionally done on Easter 1 in the church year. There are 7 Sundays of 
Easter, and if none of these work, we could celebrate it on another feast day. I have some ideas 
that I am working out details to that might allow us to gather in a safe way the traditional day, 
so stay tuned, and, of course, this may all be unnecessary. I am not yet at a point where I see a 
need to cancel confirmation celebrations. This may change in the coming weeks.


We will do our best to remain present with you throughout these challenging days. I am a 
strong advocate for short emails, so I do apologize for the length and I look forward to hearing 
from all of you soon. If you have not yet seen the video and photos from today’s food ministry 
with Kinda’s organization (Intercity Youth Group), it can be found on their Facebook page. We 
have also brainstormed some ways to continue our food pantry ministries during these difficult 
times.


May the God of hope fill you all with joy and peace in believing, so that you might overflow with 
hope, by the power of the Holy Spirit.


Blessings, 
Vicar Jeff



